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Good morning Matthew this is Svenatu. We’ve not spoken for quite some time; I look forward to coming back and delivering a few papers in the next few weeks. This one is about changes to society, particularly orientated towards all aspects of food

Food is going to be an interesting area: in the next few years things are going to change quite significantly. There’s going to be no option but to change, and all aspects of food - where it is sourced from; what is actually eaten; how much is consumed; its availability; its price. All these aspects will be discussed in this paper

You’ve received a large amount of information with regard to all aspects of the changes, so you are well aware of the problems which are soon to be upon mankind. The need to accommodate change is going to be very real and very pressing and no more so than in the area of food because food currently, especially for a developed and westernised nation like yours, is a very international affair. 
Of course it is: trade in food and foodstuffs are an enormous global industry these days, and as you are aware one of the major restrictions which is about to come upon you is the removal of this high level of international activity. So to take an extreme example, the ability to ship blueberries from somewhere in America in an airliner, and make them available for sale somewhere in Britain, is going to be denied. Frankly as far as we’re concerned it has always been absurd and complete madness that this was being done
So this was an extreme example, but other areas are more straightforward, for example the enormous shipments of grain which take place around the world, and much of this for very good reasons, this also will be unavailable in the not too distant future. So the import of large quantities of food is not going to be possible in the way that it has been over the last few centuries. People are going to need to resort to sourcing their food much more locally. In many cases this will be an extremely local affair, as many will opt to very much cater for their own requirements at the local level. At the level of the nation there is going to need to be some serious planning to ensure that sufficient amounts of food are available for populations

The type of food which is available will obviously change fundamentally, as the ability to consume large amounts of food ‘out of season’ if you like will no longer be there. This will be no great hardship; it will simply mean there is some reduction in variety and choice; but no great hardship to those concerned

Another area which will change, and is one which we believe is definitely overdue, is that of food packaging. The vast majority of food packaging of course is derived from oil i.e. plastic. And we believe that your future generations will look back on the use of plastic – especially in the food industry – with a great deal of criticism. It is our belief that the use of plastic in the food industry and packaging in particular is extremely excessive. However, this will be denied into the future as the cost of oil; the availability of oil and its derived products will simply prohibit this use
So the excessive waste of food: the enormous amounts of food which are consumed in the developed countries: the insufficient quantities of food available in many of the developing nations: these imbalances will not be necessarily addressed by the changes as unfortunately there will still be a large deficit in some of the poorer developing nations, which to an extent will be exacerbated by the lack of food aid available. 

But the enormous waste and profligacy of the developed nations, in particular Western Europe and America with regard to food will change quite fundamentally, which will have a very positive effect on the health of these nations. As we are sure you are very aware, a great many people in these developed countries are currently busy eating themselves to death. Obesity is an enormous problem already and it will not go away until some sense is brought into this whole area. This will come because it will be forced upon nations to look closely at what they are able to produce and how best to make it available to populations for consumption
As we’ve mentioned to you before, there will be close scrutiny of the consumption of meat and associated products, as this is not an efficient use of grains, which are probably far better consumed directly by the population rather than fed to livestock.

So the whole area of food will be up for quite drastic review and, as we said at the outset, there will be a very strong trend towards local production of food. The other big factor involved here will be the severe restriction around fossil fuel which will mean that large commercial farming practices will come under enormous pressure as there will be insufficient quantities of fuel to continue farming and using the same techniques as today

So all of these pressures will come to bear, and of course in the interim or changeover period there will be violent swings of availability and of price, which will bring their attendant hardship and difficulty. But the key message here is the same as across all other aspects of life and that is one of breaking down of all aspects of food; its production; its sourcing; its availability; its consumption to a much more local and community based setup, which can only be a good thing as it will improve the quality; it will remove a lot of the waste and it will ensure that the health of the local community is given much more of a priority
Thank you for coming back and working with us, we look forward to doing this again on many occasions in the near future. Do enjoy the rest of your day

