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Good morning Matthew this is Svenatu, we are very pleased to be working with you again, particularly with regard to this very important area of activity: farming, food production and the like
It’s something we’ve been chatting to you about over the last few days, because it is an activity which has impact in all the key areas of the changes; employment, economic activity, availability of food which is central to this. So it is a very important topic which needs to be discussed, and this will be quite a lengthy piece

As you are aware the Green Revolution, which really only got underway after the Second World War, has delivered some quite incredible results by way of enormous increases to yields, and this is across various types of foodstuffs, and all around the globe numerous nations have addressed the issue of food production and crop yields with a good degree of success
However, you in particular Matthew will be acutely aware that this has come at quite a high price, and this really is the amount of energy which is required to achieve these results, coupled with the way in which this intensive monoculture farming practice has been undertaken, because there has been a massive increase in the amount of fertiliser, pesticides, herbicides, and chemical treatments necessary in order to achieve these miraculous increases in yields

So the concern for the world governments at the present moment is that the population already stands at around the seven billion mark; how on earth are we going to continue to increase crop yields in order to continue to feed in some way shape or form, the ever-growing population? 

Well of course you and your readers are aware that population numbers will peak fairly soon, and indeed will start to decline (this is the topic of various other papers so we will not go into this now). It’s not possible for the major players around the globe today to realise that this is the case: they still have to plan for a high rate of increase in population

However, the agribusiness model which you are seeing especially across the western nations; in the Unites States of America, in Britain and Europe, in Brazil, increasingly in places like India and so on; this big business agriculture model is set to fail. It will come as no surprise as the focus now is on moving to the local level more and more and away from global scale activities. This is exactly what will happen with regard to this agribusiness monoculture type of farming activity. 

It will break down really quite quickly into smaller component parts which will be farmed in a subtly different way; in a more sympathetic way, and this activity will be undertaken in some cases by individuals, but more particularly by small groups or co-operatives; call them what you may. 

So you are seeing the final stages of big-business farming. It obviously is the way that the majority of people involved in food production believe that they need to move in order to provide for the global food needs for the future. However it will stumble in two main areas. 
Firstly it’s an extremely energy-hungry business, and energy will be in very short supply, particularly fossil fuel derived types. Agribusiness monoculture consumes vast amounts of energy; it simply will not be available. Couple to this the fact that there will be disruption through the ‘dim period’, so that various types of staple crop will come under intense pressure; but more so the inability to move large quantities of material, particularly foodstuffs, around the globe will severely impact the large agribusiness model. What you will see is the virtual total removal of import/export food activity. 

So to come back to what you will actually see on the ground in this country. In the United Kingdom there will be a move towards growing the food crops which the local indigenous people will actually consume. This will be to some extent on a very localised basis, which will mean that not a lot of energy needs to be consumed in order to move the food from where it is grown to where it is sold and to where it is consumed; which has to make sense

You will see certain types of crop drastically reduced, for example the patchwork of yellow which you’ve become used to seeing over the last few years in this country will all but disappear; oilseed rape will as a crop diminish enormously, and other types of crop will come back in. 

You will see a considerable increase in the numbers of people involved in food production. Not simply because the energy-hungry equipment – tractors and so on – are not able to perform their task, although this is going to be the case. It will be that these co-operatives or groups will have a genuine interest in re-integrating themselves into the local economy through farming: it will make absolute sense

You will see the emergence of thriving local markets, which will deliver good quality local produce which is obviously seasonal. So the availability of out-of-season foods is going to all but disappear
So as you can see Matthew the impacts on farming are going to be enormous. They will touch all of the major areas of change that we have discussed, and certainly the focus for the future is one of devolving these large farming business models and watching them break down to much more locally organised; locally driven; locally orientated models which cater for the farming needs of individuals in the local area

So you will see this happening over a relatively short period. The real crunch will come in this area Matthew when the availability of fuel is under pressure, and of course when the ability to move large quantities of material around the globe is in question: then you will see these changes flow through really very quickly
So we hope this has been of some interest to your readers, and we look forward to working with you again soon
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