250 Where has the ash gone from the Icelandic volcano?

21st July 2010  

Good afternoon Matthew this is Svenatu; we haven’t worked together for some time and we’re pleased to be back. Thank you for asking this question which is very relevant because you could say that this was just a trial run; the small volcanic eruption which recently occurred on Iceland and caused so much disruption across northern Europe

So the situation was very trying, especially for airline authorities, as they were having to re-adjust their policies and procedures; having to re-examine the rules that had been laid down regarding volcanic ash up to that point. They have of course been modified, and there are individuals who consider the way the authorities behaved was overly cautious and unnecessary

However this is all in the past. There was a considerable amount of ash released from this relatively modest eruption in Iceland, which has now due to the nature of the weather, been dispersed by the winds, and it would appear that certainly at the present moment there is very little of this very fine ash being emitted from the volcano, although we believe it to be still active at a certain level

The key thing to take away from this is, is that this is a small scale version of that which is going to happen on a global scale in a short while. One of the major components of the geophysical upheavals period is going to be a rolling sequence of volcanic eruptions: some large and some not so large. These will occur around the globe; they will indeed be quite often existing active volcanoes which will erupt, and spew large amounts of fine ash, very similar to that which was the case recently in Iceland, into the upper atmosphere

They key thing to take away from this is not that this will happen in one or two cases with enormous eruptions, but that actually there will be an ongoing rolling sequence of such events, where there will be an ever increasing amount of ash being released from an increasing number of eruptions around the Earth

So there will not be any spectacularly powerful single eruption which if you like delivers the vast majority of this ash. It will happen with an increasing number of in some cases quite modest eruptions – others much larger – which will all contribute ash in one way or another. And it is of course this ash, which will find its way into the upper atmosphere, which will prevent the required sunlight penetrating through to the surface of the Earth for the process of photosynthesis for trees and plants

This of course will lead to significant issues with regard to food; it will also cause certain types of vegetative matter to be unable to grow, which will bring with it a number of issues. There will of course be those types of plant which will deal with this lack of sunlight much better than others. These will be the types of foodstuffs which will need to be focused on to get through this period of reduced sunlight, in order to continue to produce satisfactory levels of food around the world
We hope that is useful and look forward to working with you again soon
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