More information about the ‘dim period’

31st August 2010  

Matthew good evening this is Zorovan. Thank you for coming back and asking for more information about the dim period, which we are very pleased to provide you with. This is a very interesting topic because aspects of it really are counter intuitive

As we’ve explained to you before it will be a set of circumstances which will extend over a period of maybe two or three growing seasons, and it will have some quite surprising knock-on effects

If we cycle back to the start; it should be borne in mind Matthew that essentially the beginning of these upheavals is now upon you. It should also be understood that this will be a gradual build. It will be a very slow build up in activity; things are not going to happen at an alarming rate, certainly not at the outset
There will come a time when there is a very great level of activity occurring at many different locations around the globe; but there will be a gradual build to this high level of activity. It should also be noted that there will be no enormous cataclysmic event if you like which dominates the situation. There will be a whole series of lower level events which when added together will cause a very serious situation

So the volcanic sequence of activity. Again this will build slowly and there will be a number of eruptions over a period of time which run as it were simultaneously. So volcanoes will erupt; they will emit ash; they will cause considerable disruption locally; they will begin to pour fine ash into the upper atmosphere. It will be a situation entirely similar to that which was witnessed earlier in the year in Iceland. Everyone is keenly aware of the impact that that had over just a very short period of time
Well imagine that this happens but it doesn’t just happen in one location matthew; it happens in a number of locations around the globe and all of these volcanoes are pushing very fine ash up into the upper atmosphere. 
This ash, which we have described to you as a blanket, will eventually wrap itself around the globe. It’s at a very high level; it will cause very little disturbance at ground level. Obviously there will be enormous disruption to international air travel, but in addition to this there will be knock-on effects which many of your scientists will find baffling. 

The two most important of these will be the reduction in the intensity of the sunlight which is able to reach the surface of the Earth; this will have serious repercussions regarding photosynthesis as you know. The other is the extremely counter-intuitive situation where the blanket of ash wrapped around the globe, even at this high level, has the effect of trapping the warmth within it, which will have the effect of causing a rise in global temperatures much more quickly than is expected
Now we don’t want people to go away with the idea that there is going to be a sudden serious leap in global temperature: there is not. Again we are talking about fine degrees of increase here rather than a sudden leap. And bear in mind that the ash blanket will come together over a period of time. None of these effects is going to happen overnight 

So you have the situation where the warming – the trapping of the Earth’s heat and the warming – will have a serious effect certainly on the high level ice reserves, all of which will discharge much more quickly than your scientists currently expect, with quite a considerable impact on sea level. This will affect a great number of people who are living at or around sea level across the globe

To return to the effect on sunlight being able to reach the surface of the planet: this again is degrees of change. It is not such that one day there will be any event at all similar to what is described as a “nuclear winter”. This is simply not going to happen and in fact at times it will be difficult to imagine that the fine ash particles in the upper atmosphere are causing any real detrimental effect to the intensity of sunlight at all: but this will be the case, because it doesn’t take much of an alteration to the intensity of sunlight for vegetation to be quite seriously effected
The intensity, thickness and blocking effect of the ash will vary; it will not be a uniform effect. Of course you have the pattern of the winds around the globe which will carry the ash – it will shift and reshape. All the while more fine ash will be pumped into the atmosphere

So imagine all of these circumstances are occurring simultaneously. It will be a constantly shifting pattern. But there will be a severe impact on the ability of certain types of vegetative material to photosynthesise; to use sunlight to produce the sugars and to grow in the way that they would normally do

So we would like to stress again that the dim period will not suddenly occur: none of the changes are going to occur in this way. There will be a gradual build up of volcanic activity which will pump more and more very fine ash into the atmosphere, and you will have a situation similar to that which applied recently in Iceland, but it will occur at many locations around the planet. Trapping warmth, which impacts ice melt, and blocking sunlight which has an adverse effect on the ability of plants to photosynthesise

But as to whether the planet will still have sunny days – well yes it absolutely will, but there will be some very strange atmospheric effects; there will be times when the sunlight is very much obscured. This will continue over an extended period of time, as we say maybe two or three growing seasons
So hopefully that has gone some way to explaining the situation in more detail. We look forward to working with you again soon. Good evening 

NB there is an article on the website blog which looks at plant types that are able to cope better with this lack of sunlight 
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