316 – Food Security Issues 10042020
Good afternoon Matthew, we’ve come back to talk to you about food, and all its associated issues
The present situation across the globe regarding food is one of terrible imbalance. Half of the population have too much to eat, and are eating themselves to death; the other half has scarcely enough to live on

So this is one of the serious present imbalances which will be attended to over time. A little bit of background will show you that the western world has achieved what it appears to have achieved in the growth of yields and so on, really since the Second World War and due to the green revolution

But this has been to some extent a false achievement, in that it has really been achieved by the use of chemicals, the consumption of fossil fuel also. This use of chemicals is completely unsustainable. It staggers us that mankind is still capable of producing food using the monoculture system which prevails in the west

Also the production of vast quantities of meat, which is such an inefficient process, is a completely inappropriate way to squander resources of feed, water and so on

It’s amazing that there hasn’t been a shift away from this monoculture policy before now. But the changes will accelerate this shift because it will become increasingly difficult to operate in this way. Not just from the point of view of fuel and farming practices, but also from the point of view of chemicals, fertilisers even in some cases the very seed itself

The whole approach to the production of food is going to change. There will be over time an inability to import all manner of different types of foods. Many of the more exotic foods will disappear from your country Matthew

Of course other countries will suffer in their own way. For example Australia is a perfect example of a country which is hanging on by its fingernails to food production, and in fact to habitation itself. This ability to actually make a living through farming, and therefore to exist in the continent of Australia is going to change quite rapidly

We know you probably have readers of your site who are based in Australia. If they ask themselves this question – is there a future for our country? They probably already know the answer

All the main aspects of climate change are now marching on, restructuring climate zones. One of the outcomes is going to be that Australia will be uninhabitable perhaps within a generation. It will simply be impossible to sustain any sensible human settlement on the current scale
So food across the board is going to be an issue, but of course particularly during the up and coming ‘dim period’. Many types of crops, abundant at present, are going to struggle in the reduced and poor sunlight
So there are some types of grain, what we refer to as the ‘wild grasses’, which will survive and grow more successfully in these conditions. There are also other root-type vegetables which will survive. Generally speaking it’s those which have less of a need for the ripening process that will survive this period better than others

Bear in mind Matthew this period of reduced light is probably no more than three growing seasons, so three to four years in all 
Anyway we will leave it there and come back again soon
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